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FRASCA International, Inc, Urbana, IL has contracted with HNZ Group Inc.  Montreal, Canada for the 
supply of an AS350 Level 7 Flight Training Device. The FTD will be convertible between three different 
configurations of the aircraft including the AS350B2 analog instrument panel, the AS350B2 VEMD 
instrument panel and the AS350B3e VEMD instrument panel. This will be the first Level 7 Flight Training 
Device certified in Canada. 
 
 The AS350B FTD will be installed inside the airport terminal at Edmonton International Airport and will 
be used for initial and recurrent training for pilots flying demanding missions in remote areas of 
Canada. It will also be made available for training use by other Canadian helicopter operators. 
 
 Features of the FTD include FRASCA TruVision™ Global visual system with projection display in a 
totally enclosed spherical screen (200° x 70° field of view).   Databases including the Edmonton area 
and specialized training scenarios at various locations in Canada will be provided. The FTD will also 
include a vibration platform, Graphical Instructor Station (GISt™), and cargo mirror simulation. 
 
“It is gratifying to announce this innovative project with Canadian Helicopters.  Their plan to 
incorporate this advanced FTD into their program will enhance training and improve safety.  This 
program should become a model for other helicopter operators throughout the world.  We also see 
great potential to expose simulation and aviation safety to the general public as result of the 
simulator being located in the Edmonton International airport.” stated John Frasca, President of 
FRASCA International. 
 HNZ’s President and CEO, Don Wall, said “we are pleased to partner with FRASCA and EIA in order 
to bring this FTD to western Canada.  We believe that the introduction of this device into our training 
program will enhance our industry leading safety standards for the benefit of our crews and 
customers.  Synthetic training is recognized by Transport Canada and our major customers as being 
a highly effective tool, and this FTD represents the very leading edge of technology in simulated 
flight.  As a result of this acquisition, we will realize significant safety as well as environmental and 
economic benefits, and we expect that other operators in the industry will also want to avail of this 
opportunity.” 
 
HNZ Group Inc., through its subsidiaries, has been a helicopter operator in Canada for over 65 years 
and light helicopter operations constitutes a significant portion of hours flown.  Western Canadian 
crews are currently trained at the company’s facilities at EIA.  HNZ employs over 60 AS350 aircraft in 
its fleet throughout Canada, Asia-Pacific and Antarctica and is pleased to expand on the flight 
training community at EIA with this acquisition. 
 
 ABOUT HNZ GROUP INC. 
 HNZ Group is an international provider of helicopter transportation and related support services with 
operations in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Antarctica and Southeast Asia. The Corporation 
operates in excess of 120 helicopters in support of a range of multinational companies and 
government agencies including onshore and offshore oil and gas, mineral exploration, military 
support, hydro and utilities, forest management, construction, air ambulance and search and 
rescue. In addition to charter services, it provides flight training and third-party repair and 
maintenance services. HNZ Group is headquartered near Montreal, Canada and employs 
approximately 700 personnel from 34 locations around the world. The Corporation operates from 
fixed-base locations as well as from temporary locations, commonly referred to as “pool locations”, 
and provides helicopters in a wide variety of climatic conditions and terrain across the globe. 
 
  About FRASCA International: 
 FRASCA International of Urbana, Illinois, has over 55 years of experience manufacturing flight 
training equipment for airlines, flight schools, universities, and military organizations worldwide and is 
well known as a leader in helicopter simulation. Product range includes Flight Training Devices (FTDs), 
Synthetic Training Devices (STDs), Cockpit Procedure Trainers (CPTs), Full Flight Simulators (FFSs), and 
more for all aircraft types, fixed wing and rotary. Over 2,600 devices have been installed worldwide.   
 
  


