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Two veteran military products companies, Capewell Systems LLC of South Windsor CT and Aerial 
Machine and Tool Corp of Meadows of Dan VA, have teamed up to form a new combined 
company called Capewell Aerial Systems, LLC. The new company boasts broader manufacturing 
and customer service capabilities with economies in the management suite. 
 
The merger represents a marriage of two companies with deep military pedigrees. Capewell, 
founded in 1881, is best known for highly engineered products in the areas of parachutes and 
aerial delivery. Aerial, founded in 1926, has focused on safety products and tactical gear for both 
rotary and fixed wing aircrews as well as law enforcement. Aerial was formerly a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Aqua Lung America. 
 
Capewell was acquired in 2014 by CapitalWorks, a Midwest private equity firm. The first order of 
business for CEO Rick Wheeler was to grow the company by acquiring a respected partner with 
more diverse manufacturing capabilities. When they came upon Aerial, the synergies were clear. 
The two company’s markets and capabilities dovetailed nicely with very little redundancy. And 
both companies shared a passion for engineered products where safety, quality and 
performance are the primary concerns. 
 
The combined company will continue to offer Capewell’s aerial delivery systems, parachute 
hardware and emergency descent devices and will add Aerial’s huge array of tactical vests, 
crew restraints, search & rescue equipment, and heavy duty inflatables. The new company will 
also retain Aerial’s status as an authorized distributor of GENTEX aircrew helmets and Aqua Lung 
emergency breathing systems. 
 
“In Aerial, we found a seasoned manufacturer with capabilities that expand our ability to 
compete for contracts where technical sewing, high-tolerance machining and complex 
assembly is required,” says Wheeler. “Together, our potential is far greater than either company’s 
alone.” 
 
The integration of the two companies will continue over the next several months. Manufacturing 
facilities will be maintained in both Connecticut and Virginia. 
For more information, contact: 
 
John Marcaccio 
276-952-3117 
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